
OCTOBER 2015                      THE UNIVERSITY OF BALTIMORE’S STUDENT NEWSPAPER SINCE 1933

Center Stage

gardenS & eSSayS

a Fun Fall awaitS

Read about the shows 
that are a part of local 
theater Center Stage’s 
new season.

Melamed discusses the 
most recent Twelve-
Thirty Talk, a unique 
learning opportunity.

Plan your fa l l and  
attend a Mt. Vernon 
Ghost Tour or one of 
many other events.

5

8

11
It’s hard to describe the exhil-

aration I felt, riding my bike 
up North Charles Street be-

tween the UB Law School and 
the Academic Center with about 
two thousand people on bikes be-
hind me. I waved to a UB student  

standing on the corner of Charles 
St. and Mt. Royal Ave. who seemed 
more than a little surprised to see us. 

It was Friday, August 28, 2015, but 
more importantly, it was the last  
Friday of the month in Baltimore. 

Baltimore Bike Party takes place 
the last Friday of every month, all 
year long.

I’d only gone once before — in 

the summer of 2014, when I took 
up the tail end of a teaming mass 
of bicycles with a little trepida-
tion and followed them nervously 
but determinedly for two hours. It 
was my f irst summer of bike rid-
ing after f ifteen years of steering  
completely clear of bicycles. As a Gen 
X’er used to riding the light rail or the 
quiet car on the MARC train, the 

bells, whistles, and blasting music of 
Bike Party were a bit of a change.

I felt right at home wearing my 
University of Baltimore shirt, which 
was part of my costume for the 

“Boasting Baltimore” Bike Party 
theme that night. I was fol low-
ing instructions on the Bike Party  

Every month Bike Party has a theme — August was circus!

Photo by Laura M
elam

ed

From party to port — to campus
Bicycling is social in Baltimore

See BIKING, page 12

By Laura Melamed 
Contributor
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

We hear it everyday: newspapers, just like books, are 
becoming obsolete, overshadowed by online articles, 
instant and immediately accessible with just the tap of 
a fingertip. Gone are the days of patiently waiting for 
the morning paper only to discover the latest tragedy 
or newest world development. Now we know about it 
before it is even over. Having instant access to all forms 
of knowledge is a wonderful gift that I would never give 
up, but there’s something about the smell of newsprint 
and the dust it leaves on your f ingers, just as feeling 
the starchy softness of a book page creates a physical 
connection to the story, that just isn’t the same when all 
you have to do is tap a button.

As a Publications Design student, I know this feeling 
all too well. I fell in love with designing for print a little 
too late. This reality cannot be ignored. As I browse job 
descriptions for graphic designers, the requirement of ad-
vanced knowledge of HTML and CSS is becoming more 
and more prominent. But no matter how many times I see 
a publication in its digital form—which is typically over 
and over as I scrutinize every inch before sending it to the 
printer—there is always something magical about holding 
the final print in my hand. The smell of the ink, the 
roughness of the paper, and the magical transition from 
screen to paper all become part of something beautiful.

As I’ve begun to explore the visual arts in its many 
forms, I’ve taken note of the current fascination both de-
signers and the general public have with letterpress. This 
technology for printing dates back to the fifteenth century 
and creates a physical imprint from the block letters left 
behind on the paper. Once considered an imperfection 
of the process, the slight impression left in the paper is 
now often sought after for its distinctly nostalgic look. I’m 
beginning to realize that in our current world, where dig-
ital images and words are constantly thrown in our face, 
there’s still a secret desire in our hearts for the tangible. 

Although The UB Post is accessible online and we are 
strengthening our online presence step by step, we still 
publish a printed issue monthly. Next time you’re on your 
way to class, pick one up and feel the dusty texture of the 
newsprint as you take a glance. Take solace in the soft 
colors of the photos, different from the bright screen that 
assaults your eyes. Let the classic letterforms guide your 
eye as you indulge in a story about your community at UB. 
It’s not just cold, hard news; let yourself become enveloped 
in the experience of reading The UB Post.

Sincerely,
Nicole Hovermale

Are you studying Publications 
Design, Integrated Design, or 

Digital Communications at UB?

Take the opportunity to gain 
experience by working for the 

UB Post on our production team.

Email nicole.hovermale@ubalt.edu to apply.

I admit that I am hopelessly hooked on the printed newspaper. I love 
turning the pages and the serendipity of stumbling across a piece of 
irresistible information or a photograph that I wasn't necessarily 
intending to read. - Jill Abramson, The New York Times, 2006
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NEWS

“When I was Mayor, for 10 years 
we had over 300 homicides a year 
relating to the height of the crack 
epidemic, and the (gang) wars over 
turf,” said Schmoke, who was Mayor 
of Baltimore from 1987 to 1999. 

“What’s happened more recently is 
kind of opportunistic crimes. I do 
know from talking with some police 
off icers that gangs, which did not 
exist to a great extent in Baltimore 
in the last century are prevalent 
now, and there’s been a street bat-
tle among gangs, and there’s been 
a sense that they have greater op-
portunity because the police are not 
as aggressive in their enforcement 
activity, at least in May, and that 
continued a little bit in the sum-
mer.” He added that the homicide 
rate in the city also jumped in the 
early 1970s, but fell dramatically 
after the R. Adams Cowley Shock 
Trauma Center opened at the Uni-
versity of Maryland Medical Center 
because more shooting victims were 
being saved.

In May, a week and a half after 
the rioting on April 27, Schmoke 
spoke with Bryan Nehman of 1090 
WBAL-AM, and explained that 
it’s extremely diff icult to get con-
victions of police off icers who are 
accused of criminal wrongdoing. 
Schmoke told The Post that there’s 
a range of opinions in the public 
about police.

“Everybody knows that it ’s im-
portant to have a good police depart-
ment in order to maintain safety, but 
there’s a wide range of experiences. 
Some people believe very strongly, 
or are supportive of the police in 
all they do. Other people are very 
skeptical of the police, so it depends 
on your encounter and the history of 
your encounters with police.” 

Schmoke explained what usually 
happens when a jury is selected for a 
criminal case against a police officer. 

“You normally, in these criminal 
cases, get a jury that’s a mix of the 
communities of Baltimore, from the 
wealthiest to the poorest, and when 
you get that mix together, a lot of 
folks are willing to give police the 
benefit of the doubt in making quick 
judgments on the street, and they 
don’t want to second-guess the po-
lice, unless it’s a situation in which 

somebody that they know has been 
injured.” Schmoke says those jury 
makeups often lead to hung juries 
and acquittals, not convictions. 

In the Gray case, Schmoke says 
good defense attorneys would “put 
the victim on trial” by bringing up 
his past criminal record, what he 
was doing on the street at the time 
of the now-infamous confronta-
tion, and even past encounters the 
accused officers may have had with 
Gray. Jurors would then have to take 
all that information into account in 
determining whether or not the of-
ficers’ actions were reasonable at the 
time. Schmoke says during his time 
as State’s Attorney for Baltimore 
City from 1982 to 1987, he prosecuted 
a case where an officer was charged 
in the shooting death of a motorcy-
clist in Northeast Baltimore.

“The police off icer and the mo-
torcyclist got into a f ight on Har-
ford Road near Clifton Park, and 
it escalated, and the off icer shot 
this man, and the question was, 
was it just self-defense, or was it a 
heated argument? Did the off icer 
have time to step away?” The case 
went to a grand jury, and even heard 
testimony from the accused officer, 
which Schmoke says is unusual. 
The grand jury indicted the officer, 
but when the case went to trial, the 
jury was split evenly, with the six 
white jurors voting in favor of the 
off icer, while the six black jurors 
voted against him. When the case 
was tried a second time, the jury 
acquitted the officer.

There’s been plenty of controversy 
surrounding the Gray case. One 
subject of controversy has been 
State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby. 
Attorneys for the accused off icers 
have leveled serious accusations 
against her, ranging from conf licts 
of interest (her relationship with 
Gray family attorney Billy Mur-
phy, and her husband, Councilman 
Nick Mosby, who represents West 
Baltimore) to withholding evidence 
from the defense. The defense filed 
a motion to have Mosby be rescued 
as the prosecutor in the trials, but 
that motion was denied by Bal-
timore City Circuit Court Judge 
Barry Williams. President Schmoke 
agrees with Judge Williams’ ruling.

“I think Judge Williams has been 
correct in saying that if there was 
anything that was unprofessional, 
that is a matter that should go to 
the Ethics Commission. Her con-
duct hasn’t risen to the point of 
disqualifying her or her office from 
handling this case…but overall, I 
think she has made decisions based 
on the facts as she knows it, but I 
still believe it’s going to be difficult 
to convince a jury beyond a reason-
able doubt that these officers were 
engaged in criminal activity.”

Another defense motion that 
was denied by Judge Williams on 
September 10th was a motion for a 
change of venue to move the trial 
out of Baltimore City because of 
the publicity surrounding the case 
and concerns expressed by defense 
attorneys about whether or not their 
clients can get a fair trial in the city. 
President Schmoke feels that deci-
sion was only a tentative one.

“That is, that he was saying based 
on what’s in front of him right now, 
he can’t reach the conclusion that 
these officers can’t get a fair trial in 
Baltimore,” Schmoke said. “I think 
during the course of jury selection, 
when you start asking people ques-
tions, that’s the point where the 
judge will make another decision 
about whether there’s too much 
bias one way or another.” Schmoke 
explained that people who are sum-
moned for jury duty in criminal 
cases are asked very probing ques-
tions to determine if they have any 
biases. He said that following jury 
selection, defense attorneys will 
likely refile the motion for a change 
of venue.

In September, former Baltimore 
Police Commissioner Anthony Batts 
said during a forum at St. Mary’s 
College that off icers “took a knee” 
and decided to stop proactively po-
licing the city after the officers were 
indicted because they were worried 
about getting into trouble if they 
got into a physical confrontation. 
Schmoke agrees with that sentiment 
Batts expressed.

“I do believe that there has been 
a very brief but telling slowdown 
in some police enforcement action 
after the indictment of the six police 
off icers, and I think that has hurt 
the situation and al lowed some 
things to get out of control in the 
neighborhoods,” Schmoke said. He 
feels that the police are now actively 
back to doing their jobs. He feels 
that the city’s recent moves of cre-

ating a “War Room” and bringing 
in agents from five different federal 
agencies to partner with the police 
department’s Homicide Unit are 
staring to pay off.

“I think the new police strategy 
is beginning to turn the tide, and 
hopefu l ly we’ l l see reduct ions 
(in crime) going forward as we 
move into the fall and the winter,” 
Schmoke said. As an “Anchor In-
stitution” in Baltimore, he says the 
university is reaching out to the 
Police Department to help improve 
relations between officers and Balti-
more’s minority communities.

“Some of our professors (in the 
law school and the College of Public 

Affairs’ Criminal Justice program) 
have been working with the police 
department on improved training,” 
Schmoke said. “We’d like to get 
more senior police off icers taking 
our leadership courses. We have 
some professors who are experts 
in those areas, and so we’ve been 
reaching out to the department to 
try to offer our services there.” He 
called the University’s new “Divided 
Baltimore” course a step in the right 
direction to get students, faculty 
and residents alike to talk about how 
the city got to where it is now, and 
where it’ll go in the future.

UB President Schmoke discusses 
upcoming police officer trials
By Andrew R. Koch 
Business Manager

As Baltimore prepares for the start of the trials of the six police 
officers charged in connection with the in-custody death of Fred-
die Gray in early October, University of Baltimore President Kurt 
Schmoke says unfortunately, this isn’t the first time he’s seen a 
dramatic increase in crime since the end of April.

The UB Post is 
currently looking 

for writers.

Join our 
writing staff 

and see 
your work 
published.

Email alexis.jeter@ubalt.edu to apply.
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In the aftermath of the April riots, 
Baltimore City experienced one of 
the most violent summers in decades 
with record-breaking rates of homi-
cide, assault, and theft.

Unfortunately, students and staff 
at the University of Baltimore were 
not immune to these crimes. Several 
assaults and thefts occurred through-
out the summer on or within a five 
block radius of campus.

The most notable of these was 
a mugging by knife point on West 
Preston St. a block from the Liberal 
Arts and Policy building in June. 
Offices of Technology Services em-
ployees Emanuel Teko and James 

“Rudy” Martin saw the victim, an 
unidentified African-American male, 
minutes before paramedics arrived on 
the scene. 

“We were headed to PotBelly for 
milkshakes after work,” said Martin. 

“And there was this crowd of people 
gathering. In the center of the crowd 
was this guy, unconscious on the 
pavement and bleeding out of his 
chest. He looked to be in his thirties 
or forties. The ambulance and cop car 
came ten minutes later.”

No word has yet been released on 
the victim’s recuperation or whether 
the police have apprehended any pos-
sible perpetrators. 

According to the University of 
Baltimore Police Department’s Pub-
lic Crime Log, an aggravated assault 
also occurred on July 18 in the Varsity 
between a female resident and a male 
visitor. “A [Baltimore Police officer] 
was stabbed by the male subject,” the 
report reads. “And a Varsity Security 
Officer was bitten [sic] on the arm.” 

Several thefts also took place.  On 
June 16, O.T.S. reported four mi-
crophones stolen from the Angelos 
Francis Law School. Collectively, 
these microphones are worth several 
thousand dollars. 

More equipment was stolen in 
August. After the initial alarm was 
sounded, all O.T.S. staff on duty 
swept the campus for any trace of 
the missing equipment and evidence 
of further thefts. To their further 
indignation, they discovered more 
of the latter and less of the former. 
Police reports were filed accordingly. 
Because this is an ongoing investiga-

tion, the amount of details released 
is very limited. However, O.T.S. lab 
assistant, Colleen Williams, com-
mented on the security of the space.

“It’s a volatile area,” said Colleen 
Williams. “There’s low security 
[in the law school] and all kinds of 
homeless people walking around. 
Outside of Public Safety off icers 
walking around and the Bee Card 
sensors, which are only on at night, 
there’s no real way to control who 
goes in and out of the buildings.” A 
week prior to the discovery of the 
thefts,  Public Safety had to appre-
hend a homeless man from the law 
school after he spent an hour deco-
rating the basement-level men’s room 
walls with his own feces.

Public Safety Officer Xia Williams 
blames the administration’s priorities 
and what she views as a misdirection 
of funds. “This was not a slow sum-
mer for [Public Safety],” she said. 

“We were understaffed and we had a 
lot of events going on that we had to 
walk around for. Sometimes it was 
just me working, sometimes it was 
me and another person. At most, 
you would have three security guards 
canvassing the entire campus. That’s 
not anywhere near enough.”

Unfortunately, the Department 
of Public Safety is not alone in their 
scarcity. The university has existed 
in the state of a hiring freeze for sev-
eral months. In the middle of June, 
sweeping layoffs were made across 
all departments. The word-of-mouth 
justification for these sparse times is 
low enrollment and the accumulated 
debt racked up by former University 
of Baltimore President, Robert Bo-
gomolny. Williams, however, denied 
that the budget cuts were the sole 
reason for the lack of investment in 
Public Safety.

“Before [the administ rat ion] 
started crying budget cuts, we had 
two people quit. [The administra-
tion] could have hired two more 
off icers to replace them, but they 
didn’t,” Williams. “They take care 
of the faculty and bring in all this 
new technology, but they don’t want 
to pay for people to guard them or it. 
It doesn’t make sense.”

UB campus 
affected by 
most violent 
summer in 
Baltimore in 
decades
By Belinda Sacco 
Contributor

is hiring

Ready to see 
your name 
in print?

Production Assistant

Staff Writers

Contributors

Photographers

For descriptions, please visit www.ubpost.org.
Email lawanda.johnson@ubpost.org to apply.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
The fall always brings excitement 
to Baltimore’s theater scene, as local 
venues begin their new seasons and 
announce the shows to come. This 
season, Center Stage has a diverse 
range of literary and contemporary 
shows. Whether you’re a sports per-
son, a Shakespeare buff or an Aus-
tenite, Center Stage has a show to 
appeal to your interests.

“Pride & Prejudice” (September 11 
- October 11)

The f irst show of the season is 
a new adaptation of Jane Austen’s 

“Pride & Prejudice.”  Most of you 
have probably seen at least one adap-
tation of the classic romance between 
the fiery Elizabeth Bennett and the 
aloof William Darcy. Maybe you 
read, or at least studied, the original 
text in high school.

Christopher Baker wrote this 
stage version, trimming characters 
and subplots where necessary, and 
adding a contemporary soundtrack 
that echoes Sofia Coppola’s “Marie 
Antoinette.” In an article published 
in the Baltimore Sun, director Hana 
S. Sharif maintained that despite 
some changes, the adaptation keeps 
Austen’s “voice” and comedy. It’s no 
surprise that tickets for this show 
are going quickly, so act fast if you 

want to catch it before the run ends 
on October 11.

“The Secret Garden” (October 30 – 
November 29)

“The Secret Garden,” another 
literary show, follows “Pride & Prej-
udice.” This  show is a Tony-nomi-
nated musical adaptation by Marsha 
Norman and Lucy Simon. It follows 
the story of Mary, an orphaned girl 
who moves from India to England, 
where she lives with a distant and 
grieving uncle. Eventually - no 
spoilers here - she discovers a locked 
and secret walled garden to escape 
from her desolate daily life. Given 
the absence of parents in this classic 
story, it is bound to be a sad show. 
None-the-less, it’s worth checking 
out, especially if you enjoyed the 
book or movie as a child.

“ X ’s a nd O’s” ( November 13 –  
December 20)

The season makes a big shift with 
its next show, “X’s and O’s,” which 
is a moral exploration of the sport 
of football. A joint commission 
with Berkeley Repertory Theater, 
the show is built around interviews 
with real players, families and fans. 
It challenges the viewer to consider 
the increasingly pressing questions 

regarding the dangers of the sport, 
but not without acknowledging the 
power of the game. Whether  you are 
a sports fan who rarely attends the-
ater, or a theater-goer who couldn’t 
care less about football, why not see 
how this show can change the way 
you think about theater and sports?

“As You Like It ” ( Januar y 15 - 
 February 14)

After a thoroughly modern show, 
Center Stage will return to the most 
classic of theater: Shakespeare. “As 
You Like It” follows Rosalind and 
Orlando through banishment, mis-
taken identity and romance all in the 
pastoral surroundings of the forest of 
Arden. It includes lots of witty rap-
port as well as the famous “All the 
world’s a stage” speech. This produc-
tion of the traditional comedy, how-
ever, takes a new route away from the 
typical Shakespearean male casting to 
an all-female cast. Get your tickets to 
see how the gender dynamics trans-
form the impact of this classic work.

“Detroit ’67” (April 8 – May 8)
The final production of the season 

will be performed at the Mainstage 
Theater at Towson University. In 
1967, a brother and sister host parties 
in their basement following the death 

Spotlight on Center Stage’s 2015-16 season
By Mia White 
Senior Staff Writer

of their parents. With the backdrop 
of Motown music, and the increas-
ing social tension of the late sixties, 
this play explores the highly relevant 
subjects humanity, race and family, 
making it a strong finish to the 2015-
16 season.

And all at fairly affordable prices.
Though you may think that profes-

sional theater is outside your measly 
student budget, remember that Cen-
ter Stage works hard to make their 
productions accessible. This means 
that you can attend big, professional 
productions at relatively affordable 
prices. Catching the cheapest tick-
ets can be tricky, so consider joining 
their mailing list so you are notified 
when tickets go on sale. If you are in 
the 18-34 age bracket, look into the 

GoPass, which offers tickets to all 
five shows in a season for an incred-
ibly low rate of $49. 

Keep an eye out in future issues of 
the Post for reviews of Center Stage 
productions. 

Find out more about tickets on 
www.centerstage.com/tickets.

The Secret Garden.

Pride & Prejudice.

Photo by Dean Alexander

Photo by Dean Alexander

See CENTER STAGE, page 6
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Detroit.

Photo by Dean Alexander

X’s and O’s.

Photo by Dean Alexander

OCTOBER 23RD THROUGH NOVEMBER 7TH UBALT.EDU/SPOTLIGHTUB
UB STUDENT CENTER WRIGHT THEATER

STILLPOINTE THEATRE AND SPOTLIGHT UB

A MUSICAL BY STEPHEN SONDHEIM AND JOHN WEIDMAN

CENTER STAGE, continued from page 5
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COLUMNS

With so many places in the world, 
choosing where to go can be the 
hardest part of planning a trip. Yes, 
even harder than saving the money 
needed to pay for the trip! Time and 
money constraints will ultimately af-
fect where one can travel. With that 
said, I always like to start by making 
a list of all the places that currently 
intrigue me.

No reason is silly when it comes 
to choosing a destination. After all 
it’s one’s willingness to explore and 
be open to new experiences that 
make any trip wonderful. I hadn’t 
even heard of Machu Picchu before 
I chose to go to Peru. I simply want-
ing to live in a city and speak Spanish. 
A close friend of mine with whom 
I often travel chose Peru by looking 
at the average annual temperature, 
and being decidedly warmer than 
Wisconsin’s winter, it won her vote. 
Those are two pretty uninspired 
reasons to choose a place that ended 
up creating countless unforgettable 
moments and leaving me with an 
insatiable wanderlust. 

Everyone has some place that fas-
cinates them. Have you always loved 
the unique spices in Indian food? 
Where is that breathtaking waterfall 
that’s been posted to your Pinter-
est for the past few years? Did you 
recently read a book about ancient 
Egyptian mythology that fascinated 
you? Use that inspiration to make a 
list of possible travel destinations.

The first thing to research is infor-
mation on visas. Visa requirements 
vary from country to country and de-
pend on the traveler’s citizenship. As 
an American, some countries don’t 
require a visa, some require a visa 
upon entering at the boarder (which 
may also require a passport photo or 
a form), and some require that a visa 
is obtained through its embassy or 
consulate prior to entering. Because 
visa requirements sometimes change, 
be sure to find the information on an 
official website to ensure it is up to 
date. If a visa is needed ahead of time, 
leave ample time to procure the visa 
before making any concrete plans.

Before I research a location ex-
tensively, lest my heart is set on a 
place that’s not right for me at that 
moment, I determine how much time 
I have and how much money I will 
be able to spend. If I’m on a tight 

budget and don’t have much time I 
may decide to go somewhere with 
a lower cost of living that’s close by. 
If I have a more f lexible budget but 
still not much time, I may still go 
somewhere close by, but may choose 
a destination where food, lodging, 
and transportation is a bit more ex-
pensive. It would be a bummer to f ly 
halfway around the world, spending 
two of seven days on a plane and then 
losing quality time due to jet lag. If I 
have three weeks or more I’m likely to 
choose a faraway destination, keep-
ing in mind that the longer I’m away 
the more money I’ll spend, possibly 
limiting my choices to places with a 
lower cost of living. 

Once I’ve determined how much 
time I’ll have, I can narrow down 
my list of dream destinations and 
start researching a little more in 
depth. How much will it cost to 
travel to each possible destination? 
How much does it cost to travel 
once there? Find out how much an 
average night of budget lodging costs 
and how much an average meal costs. 
With this information I can establish 
a general idea of daily costs, keeping 
in mind transportation and activities 
will cost more, which I’ll research 
later when my location is narrowed 
down further. To acquire this in-
formation I check out travel guides 
from the library (always checking 
the publication date and taking into 
account that the older it is the less 
accurate the information may be) and 
read a variety of up to date online 
travel blogs.

Now that I’ve narrowed my choices 
down, it’s time for the fun part! What 
is there to do, see, and experience? 
Find out about any must see land-
marks: temples, famous architecture, 
ancient ruins, and nature reserves. 
Find out about local music and dance 
shows, art museums, outside markets 
and of course unique foods. Find out 
about exploring different beaches, 
jungles, and deserts, through hiking, 
kayaking, or other interesting means. 
Decide which of these things appeal 
most to you. Enlist the help of friends 
for advice. Making the final decision 
is the hardest part; at this point it’s 
easy to feel a desperate need to go to 
each destination left on your list, but 
choose one and leave the others for 
your next trip. 

The Budget of Traveling

By Nicole Hovermale 
Editor-in-Chief

Oh the places you’ll go!

Taking advantage of her layover on the way home from India, Hovermale spent a week visiting her Peruvian “sister” who 
lives in Dubai, U.A.E. Here she is visiting the Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque in Abu Dhabi, about an hour outside of Dubai. 

Photo courtesy of N
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Twelve-Thirty Talks and Writing Wednesdays
Whether you’re planning a paper or a garden, the library can help you cover ground

By Laura Melamed 
Contributor

Uncommon Knowledge

UB’s native garden is a 9/11 memorial, planted by UB students, staff and faculty during fall semester, 2014.

Photo by Laura M
elam

ed

Streambank native garden, two years after planting. 

Photo by Jeff La N
oue

A writing consultant will be available in the library every Wednesday in October, 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Artwork by Peter Ramsey

Photo by Laura M
elam
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Are you looking for a unique learning 
experience this October? Twelve-
Thirty Talks or Writing Wednes-
days at the library may fulfill that 
requirement.

On October 21, Dr. Jan L. Wil-
liams, Associate Professor of Ac-
counting and Yale Gordon Chair 
for Distinguished Teaching will be 
discussing accounting as part of the 
library’s Twelve-Thirty Talks series.

At the Twelve-Thirty Talks in 
September, sixteen people learned 
about native gardening. UB Sus-
tainability Planner Jeff La Noue 
discussed how a native garden can 
attract butterf lies, birds and help the 
environment, as well. 

 “My f irst big advice is to start 
small,” said La Noue. In order to 
be sustainable, your garden must be 
manageable.

“If you let nature do it, your neigh-
bors are going to be mad at you,” 
added La Noue.

Are you a busy UB student? Then 
a native tree or bush may be better for 
your yard. They require little upkeep 
but are still good for the environment.

Are you wondering what to plant? 
La Noue recommends visiting Her-
ring Run Nursery, located seasonally 
at 6131 Hillen Road. Staff can help 
with appropriate selections.

Are you looking for inspiration? 
Reference and Instruction Librarian 
Peter Ramsey recommends Paradise 
Lot, a book about two people who 
turned a junk yard into a permacul-
ture garden. 

You can find Paradise Lot and re-
lated books on Langsdale’s shelves 
and in the library catalog, as well.

Another October learning oppor-

tunity is Writing Wednesdays. The 
library and the Writing Center are 
partnering to bring you this educa-
tional experience.

Do you ever worry about your 
writing? Then you’re among even 
experienced writers. 

“I have always experienced doubt 
about my own writing,” said Mia 
White, tutor for the Writing Center 
and writer for The UB Post. 

White is working on an MFA in 
Creative Writing and Publishing 
Arts. Despite being in her final year 
of the program, she is still apprehen-
sive about her writing at times.

White’s own self-doubt is part 
of the reason she likes working as 
a writing tutor. “Seeing students 
change their attitude about them-
selves is really rewarding,” she says. 

“I’m not a writer,” White hears 
students say, quite often. “If students 
learn skills on their own, and start 
to see writing as a process, they may 
begin to realize this isn’t the case.”

White will be in the library from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. every Wednesday in 
October as a writing consultant. To 
make an appointment, please go to 
https://ubalt.mywconline.com/

“Bring an assignment sheet and 
whatever you have written – printed,” 
says White. 

Do you like interactive workshops? 
Visit the Academic Learning Center 
to polish your professional prose. 
For details, check out the Academic 
Learning Center (ALC) online or in 
AC 113.

For the Writing Center’s Wednes-
day Walk-in Hours and Online Chat, 
please visit the Writing Center, also 
located online and in AC 113.

The Langsdale Library is located 
on the third f loor of the Learning 
Commons.

Look out for more Twelve-Thirty 
Talks in November. Heather L. 
Pfeifer, Associate professor in the 
School of Criminal Justice will speak 
about police reform and training.

Do you want to be ready for f i-
nals? Stay tuned for details about 
the library’s late night, coming up 
in December.



9 | The UB Post | October 2015

FEATURES

My mother and I talk on the phone 
about planning for Christmas din-
ner and she worries about the lack 
of room in her apartment. Of her 
seven children, everyone, save my-
self, is married with at least two 
children. Having separated from my 
husband, I have focused my attention 
for the holiday on my mother, also 
recently single, and the fact that she 
truly does not have enough room for 
twenty-eight people to come over for 
Christmas dinner. 

“Is Lionel coming?” I ask, referring 
to my occasionally estranged young-
est brother. “If he isn’t coming that 
means Naomi and the kids won’t 
come either.” That brings the count 
down to twenty- three, I think. Not 
much better.” 

“Oh, I don’t know. Naomi recently 
found some texts he sent to some co-
worker and asked him to leave the 
house again. I don’t know how long 
that will last.”

“What about Andrew?” my eldest 
nephew, recently engaged to a true 
Southern Belle.  “He must be going 
to Cairo with Sarah, right?”

“Oh, I wish they would come here. 
But her great-grandmother is tak-
ing a car down from Memphis.” My 
mother pouts. Great grandmother 
definitely trumps plain ole’ meemaw, 
I think. That makes twenty- two (22).

We move on to my older sister, 
Claire, whose husband had bypass 
surgery this summer and will have 

another this winter (17). We discuss 
my younger sister, Geri, who recently 
birthed her second child and is still 
dealing with the postpartum de-
pression (13). Alec, my twin, wants 
to take Kathy and the kids to Oregon 
to see Kathy’s sister and her newborn. 
That leaves nine (9). Better.  

Mark, Andrew’s dad, hasn’t gotten 
back to my mother yet and probably 
won’t until a week before the holiday. 
Michael will come. He is the eldest 
sibling and assured my mother in 
August that he will drive up from 
Miami with his whole family. 

“Ah, Mike,” I say.  “Will he dress 
up as Santa?” 

“For whom?!” My mother wails. 
“There won’t be any children!” 

She’s right, in a matter of five min-
utes we went from one dilemma of 
housing almost thirty people to an-
other of possibly having a Christmas 
with only a third of the people in our 
immediate family. My mother sighs. I 
hear the distinct sound of a cupboard 
closing and I see her, in the kitchen, 
at the counter by the sink, most likely 
preparing a bowl of yogurt with some 
Grapenuts. The woman is a warrior 
against osteoporosis. 

“I suppose it doesn’t do us much 
use to plan for a number between six 
and twenty- seven.” 

“No, “ I agree. “We might consider 
ordering Chinese the morning of.” 

“Oh.” She pauses. “We have to at 
least make pie. And turkey.”

“And,” I continue, “pineapple 
stuffing.”

“Oh, remember that year when ev-
eryone made pineapple stuffing for 
dinner! We had at least ten dishes.” 

“The leftovers are crucial.”
“So we make what we can. I will 

buy a tree and hang all of your 
stockings.” 

“I’ll be there, Ma’. Me and Mike. 
That’s still a big group.” 

“Oh. You’re right, but it’s so nice 
when we go to church and fill up the 
rows. And the kids are screaming 
and crying. And then Christmas Eve 
with eggnog and deviled eggs and 
the kids are just everywhere!”  

“Yeah.” The thought gives me anx-
iety. Paul and I would always drive 
home from the holidays in a stunned 
silence. 

“Ma’,” I say. “You never know, 
Mark will probably come and Lio-
nel and Naomi always work it out. I 
might try to talk Geri into getting 
out for the holidays, and Claire 
always decides to drive over last 
minute. I don’t even think Alec can 
afford to f ly four people to Oregon 
over Christmas. You never know. We 
might have everyone here.” 

“Oh, but I don’t have the room!” 
she says. “Where will they all stay?” 

“I don’t know, mom,” I concede. 
“But it’s gonna work out.” 

From the steps of the church in 
Laguna, one can see the ocean. A 
stretch of blue, the water follows the 
coast like a ribbon behind the rows 
of houses.

Mike and Susan take cover as they 
step down the stairs from the sanc-
tuary. Kids from youth group open 
fire with entire sachets of rice and 
squirt guns. Dressed in black with 
a white carnation on his lapel, Mike 
holds his arm up against the attack, 
wincing, while Susan looks content; 
her eyes keep steady on the steps 
but her face shows that she is aware 
of the chaos around her. She holds 
a bouquet of white roses with tulle 
wrapped around the stems. Her dress 
is a white pencil skirt with a small 
white jacket. She wears a shoulder 
length veil that sits behind a bloom 

of light brown bangs. Her eyebrows 
stretch long over the squint of her 
eyes. Her mouth is about to smile. 
She is smiling. 

Pastor Mike wasn’t a pastor yet, 
but he worked at the church, worked 
for Campus Crusade, walked ev-
erywhere with a bible in his hands. 
He didn’t date non- Christians; he 
didn’t date women he led to Christ. 
Susan approached him in the Santa 
Ana library and asked about Jesus. 
He led her to Christ and dated her 
anyway. He loved her, he asked her 
to marry him.  

They posted the date in the church 
bulletin. Deacons’ wives put together 
a potluck and decorated the fellow-
ship hall with roses from their gar-
dens. In the pews sat Susan’s mother, 
her six siblings, Mike’s parents, and 
his teenage sister. No one in either 
family was a believer; neither Mike 

nor Susan had been raised in the 
church.  All of the students from all 
of the youth groups Mike worked 
for stood in the aisles, squirt guns in 
their pockets. 

They could have missed each 
other, they could have let go, the 
overlap of their lives so narrow and 
quick, it almost slipped from their 
grasps, the hush of the soft cloth as 
it ran against the tips of their fingers. 
Susan’s father moved her family to 
California and died, and the man she 
followed to college stopped calling. 
Mike sat, as she walked in, at a table 
covered in books, the library still, ex-
cept for the whooshing hush of the 
ocean, the stream of a cloth against 
their palms. Mike held on with the 
quickest of acts, a declaration. What 
is marriage but an act of faith, only 

faith unless you act? The sound of 
the ocean followed them through out 
their lives and soothed them. The 
sound of the ocean soothed them as 
they walked down the church steps 
amidst the rain of grains and water, 
through storm and plenty. 

Mike and Susan honeymooned in 
a cabin on Laguna Beach. Spending 
their last f ifteen dollars, they took 
an extra night, then drove home to 
an unfurnished apartment, broke 
and happy.

 For their first year of marriage, he 
went to UC Fullerton and delivered 
milk and eggs. She kept her job at 
the soda fountain. They ate meals 
on the f loor until they could buy 
a table. They listened to the water 
and watched it from the driveway in  
the mornings. 

K.E. Russell lives in Baltimore and studies fiction in the Creative Writing and Publishing Arts 
Master’s Program at University of Baltimore. She is currently the Editor in Chief of Plork Press, 
the Poetry Editor for Welter UB’s literary magazine and a writing consultant at ALC. She enjoys 
writing flash fiction as well as pretty f lashy fiction. russell.kristen.e@gmail.com

WRITER’S CORNER Featuring a new creative 
writer each month

Family Planning
Faith

Email alexis.jeter@ubalt.edu if you’re 
interested in submitting short stories.

They posted the date in the church 
bulletin. Deacons’ wives put together a 
potluck and decorated the fellowship 

hall with roses from their gardens.
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SPORTS & RECREATION
The Ravens lost their opening game 
of the 2015 NFL season in Denver. 
That loss pales in comparison to an 
injury sustained by one of Baltimore’s 
most important players, linebacker 
Terrell Suggs.

Suggs, the emotional leader of the 
Ravens, tore his left Achilles tendon 
in the fourth quarter of Baltimore’s 
19-13 loss at Denver. He was able to 
walk off the field under his own power, 
and was not willing to be carted off 
to the locker room, but eventually 
did at the insistence of team doctors. 
Teammates thought Suggs only had 
cramps, and were shocked to learn of 
the official diagnosis after the game. 
Now, the Ravens are looking for other 
defensive players, young and veteran 
alike, to step up and fill the leader-
ship void left behind by Suggs, who 
previously tore his right Achilles ten-
don during spring team activities in 
2012. Suggs offered encouragement 
to his followers on social media after 
learning his season was over after 
barely beginning.

“Chin up Ravens Nation! We’ve 
been here before…This changes 
NOTHING!!! Our mission is still 
the same,” Suggs said on Twitter 
after the game. Baltimore will now 
look to players like linebackers Elvis 
Dumervil and C.J. Moseley, along 
with defensive tackle Tim Jernigan, 
to take on increased roles in leading 
the Ravens’ traditionally strong de-
fense. They will be called on to re-
place the team’s career leader in sacks 
with 106.5, the sixth-most among 
active players.

“You can never replace Terrell 
Suggs,” Dumervil told ESPN.com. 
Last season, Dumervil and Suggs 
combined for 29 sacks, which ranked 
among the league leaders in sacks by 
any two teammates.

The Ravens were hurt by poor 
execution in their two-minute drill 
against the Broncos. After Denver 
capped off a 17-play, 81-yard, 10:56 
drive with a field goal, the Ravens 
got the ball at their 20 with 2:55 left. 
Baltimore drove the ball into the red 

zone, but Joe Flacco failed to connect 
on passes intended for running back 
Justin Forsett and wide receiver Steve 
Smith, Sr. On third down, Flacco’s 
pass was intercepted by the Bronco’s 
Darian Stewart in the end zone off 
a def lection.

The Ravens defense was able to 
stif le an inconsistent Peyton Man-
ning. Baltimore sacked Manning 
four times (two by Mosely), held him 
to just 175 yards passing, and Jimmy 
Smith returned an interception for a 
touchdown.

Baltimore will look to build some 
momentum during October, when 
they’ll face archrival Pittsburgh on 

“Thursday Night Football” on Oct. 
1, followed by fellow division rival 
Cleveland on Oct. 11. Baltimore will 
go back west to play San Francisco on 
Oct. 18 and Arizona on Oct. 26 for 
“Monday Night Football.”

Ravens face season without Suggs

Terrell Suggs, linebacker for the Baltimore Ravens.
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By Andrew R. Koch 
Business Manager

The Maryland Terrapins are con-
tinuing to search for consistency, 
especially on offense, and especially 
at quarterback.

Perry Hills was named the starting 
quarterback just before the season 
opener Labor Day weekend. After 
falling behind 14-13 late in the first 
half against the Richmond Spi-
ders of the Football Championship 
Subdivision, the Terps scored nine 
unanswered points to take a 22-14 
halftime lead. On the way to a 50-21 
win, Maryland scored 37 straight 
points before Richmond scored again. 
Hills went 12 of 21 for 138 yards, two 
touchdowns and an interception, and 
added 25 yards rushing. Brandon 
Ross ran for 150 yards and a touch-
down, and Ty Johnson added 83 yards 
and a touchdown rushing. Corner-
back Will Likely added a touchdown 
on a punt return. However, the Terps 
got a big wakeup call in Week 2.

The Bowling Green Falcons 

brought their high-tempo offense 
to College Park on Sept. 12, and 
Maryland couldn’t keep up. Bowling 
Green quarterback Matt Johnson 
threw for a career-high 491 yards 
and six touchdowns. The offense 
also put up 692 total yards in a 48-27 
win. Maryland committed four 
turnovers. Terps head coach Randy 
Edsall benched Hills for Caleb Rowe, 
but Rowe didn’t fare much better, 
throwing two interceptions in three 
passes. One of the few highlights for 
Maryland was Likely’s second punt 
return for a touchdown.

Rowe was named the starter for 
Maryland’s home game against the 
University of South Florida on Sept. 
19, and he took advantage. Rowe 
went 21 of 33 for 297 yards and four 
touchdowns. However, he also was 
intercepted three times, fumbled the 
ball three times (all three fumbles 
were recovered by Maryland), and 
overthrew open receivers on several 

occasions. Rowe was able to bounce 
back after his first interception led 
to a South Florida touchdown in the 
first quarter. The highlight of the 
game was Rowe’s 70-yard touchdown 
pass to Taivon Jacobs to end the first 
quarter. Maryland ended the f irst 
half in similar fashion when Ross 
picked up a bad pitch from Rowe and 
ran in for a touchdown to give the 
Terps a 21-10 lead at halftime. Mary-
land put up 411 yards of total offense, 
but the defense was burned for 240 
yards rushing by the Bulls.

Maryland will close out its non-
conference schedule at West Virginia 
before beginning the Big Ten season 
in October. Maryland will host 
Michigan in its Big Ten opener on 
Oct. 3, then travel to defending na-
tional champion Ohio State on Oct. 
10. Two weeks later, following their 
bye week, the Terrapins will play 
Penn State at M&T Bank Stadium 
on Oct. 24.

Terrapins trying to find 
identity early in season
By Andrew R. Koch 
Business Manager
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Baltimore is little big city with a di-
verse population and a diverse scene 
of things to do; however much of that 
gets lost by negative stereotypes or 
the allure of surrounding cities. From 
the criticism of the public transit sys-
tems of the inner harbor area, there 
has been a complaint about almost 
every aspect of Baltimore. Many Bal-
timore natives object to the criticism 
because they know Baltimore truly 
is an underrated gem. Throughout 
the many petty criticisms of the city, 
there is one thing that cannot be de-
nied. If you look hard enough there 
is always something to do.

At times this 
may seem like a 
challenge, how-
ever if you take 
time to research 
events it isn’t 
that d i f f icu lt . 
For  i n s t a nc e , 
m a n y  p e o p l e 
may not know 
the many events 
that occurred last 
in September. There was the Flow-
ermart (9/11-9/12), The Vegan Soul 
fest (9/19), and the Natural product 
expo. Privy to September, Baltimore 
called many festivals and street fes-
tivities home, which many people did 
not notice. There are also plenty of 
quirky tours along with the festivals 

-mostly in the downtown area. 
The Fells Point Ghost Tour hap-

pens outside of Max’s Taphouse 
and gives a chilling tour of all the 
haunted pubs and taverns throughout 
Fells point. This tour is also in the 
Mt. Vernon area, providing inter-
esting history and facts along with, 

“The ghosts who have never checked 
out of the Belvedere, a séance gone 
wrong, and more than one grand 
dame who still oversees the activities 
of her home. Join us for an exciting 
ghost tour that pulls back the curtain 
and peers into the other side,” accord-
ing to the Ghost tours’ website. The 
tours have been running since 2004 
and are currently for patrons 21 and 
over. However, the Baltimore Ghost 
Tours does offer “wicked tours” of 
Baltimore for those of all ages. 

If fright and ghost don’t interest 
you,  then you could enjoy the 14th 
annual PigTown Festival October 

8 and 10, or the 
annua l DIY fest , 
which showcases a 
number of how-to 
work shops and local 
vendors that provide 
home made products. 
The DIY fest is from 
noon to 6 p.m. on St. 
Paul Street. Aside 
from the festivals 
celebrating cultures 

or neighborhoods, there is a plethora 
of local shops up and down Charles 
Street and the Mt. Vernon area near 
the University of Baltimore. Whether 
you are searching for vintage finds 
or foods, there is always something 
going on North and South of the uni-
versity. This is one of the best things 
about Baltimore, it is a wonderland 
of hidden adventure if you look 
closely enough. There is an eclectic 
mix of activity all year round for the 
urban adventurer. To help you find 
more wonders in Baltimore visit the 
Baltimore Events calendar at www.
baltimore.org/events. 

So much to 
explore in 
UB’s own 
backyard
By Montez Jennings 
Contributor

The Belvedere, once a luxurious hotel now converted to condominiums, sits on the corner of North Charles and Chase 
Street not far from UB’s campus. It is over 100 years old and has a fascinating history, and as Baltimore Ghost Tours 
suggests, maybe even some ghosts. 
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“Many Baltimore 
natives object to the 

criticism because they 
know Baltimore truly is 
an underrated gem.” 
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Facebook page that said “dress up in 
what you love about Baltimore and 
Maryland.”

UB student Zachary Holbrook led 
the ride. Holbrook had led the ride 
that originally got me back into cy-
cling — a trip up the Jones Falls Trail 

the previous November — along with 
UB Sustainability Planner Jeff La 
Noue as part of a UBGreen event. 
Intermittently, during that entire 
August Bike Party, I wondered if 
Holbrook would turn out to be the 
leader of every ride I went on. But I 

didn’t see him on the next group ride.
When I joined the Crank Mavens 

Monday Night Riders, it was a small 
group of women organized by Molly 
Williams, who took the name from 
an earlier women’s cycling group. 

“A bunch of women I knew had 

been on other group rides and we all 
talked about how great it would be to 
have one geared towards a commu-
nity of women,” said Williams. 

A few people picked a route, on the 
spot, and off we went. It was a quiet 
ride where I got to chat and get to 
know people. One woman even car-
ried a radio that played some really 
mellow music. 

Equally mellow was the Maryland 
Historical Society Bike Ride which 
started out with a happy hour and 
a tour of the museum. Bikes going 
back to the 1800s were on exhibit. 
The ride went through Reservoir Hill 
and ended with an outdoor party and 
food stands featuring local vendors.

During May 2015, the UB Out-
doors Club hosted Bike to School 
Day right on campus with the assis-
tance of the Helen P. Denit Honors 
Program and UBGreen. Thirty 
members of the UB community par-
ticipated and a few said they would 
like to see a cycling club on campus.

Why not?, I thought. There are 
regular group rides all around Balti-

more. Along with the rides I’d been 
on, there was also the popular Tour 
du Port and Tour D’em Parks, to 
name just a few.

It would be really cool if UB had its 
own bike rides, I thought.

Or, a UB group could join larger 
rides like Tour du Port.

By the time you read this article a 
UB Cycling Club may be ready to roll.

This August I was ready for an-
other Bike Party and I was ready to 
ride at the front instead of the back. 
There is nothing like looking behind 
you and seeing thousands of bicycles 
fill the street as if they were cars.

It was a curb-to-curb phenomenon 
of shiny two-wheeled wonders.

Imagine what UB students could 
do if we got on our bikes and joined 
in with all the others.

BIKING, continued from page 1

Thirty people, including Angela Gonzalez (left) and Melissa Dittmar (right), participated in Bike to School Day at UB last May.
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Oct. 1  Merrick Engages – A Conversation with Jay 
Ripley “Entrepreneurship is Fun” 5:30 p.m.-
7:30 p.m., SC – Bogomolny Room, RSVP

Oct. 8  National Coming Out Day, SC – Lobby

Oct. 13  6th Annual BeeBall Classic 5:30 p.m., AC 
300

Oct. 15  SEB Fall Block Party 12-6:00 p.m., Gordon 
Plaza

Oct. 23-25  Assassins Musical 7-8:30 p.m., SC – 
Wright Theater

Oct. 26  Mt. Royal Trick-or-Treat 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m., 
SC – 5th floor

Oct. 28-29  Assassins Musical 12:30-2:00 p.m., SC 
– Wright Theater

Oct. 30-31, Nov. 1  Assassins Musical 7-8:30 p.m., 
SC – Wright Theater

Campus Life
Upcoming 

EventsLove music?

The UB Post is currently looking for a columnist 
to cover the Baltimore music scene. 

Get paid to 
write about it!

Email alexis.jeter@ubalt.edu to apply.


